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THE VOICE  
OF PUBLIC HEALTH
The Canadian Public Health Association is the 

independent national voice and trusted advocate 

for public health, speaking up for people and 

populations to all levels of government. 

We champion health equity, social justice 

and evidence-informed decision-making. 

We leverage knowledge, identify and 

address emerging public health issues, 

and connect diverse communities of 

practice. We promote the public health 

perspective and evidence to government 

leaders and policy-makers. We are a 

catalyst for change that improves health 

and well-being for all.

We support the passion, knowledge and 

perspectives of our diverse membership 

through collaboration, wide-ranging 

discussions and information sharing.  

We inspire organizations and 

governments to implement a range of 

public health policies and programs that 

improve health outcomes for populations 

in need.

OUR VISION  

A healthy and just world 

OUR MISSION   

To enhance the health of people in Canada 

and to contribute to a healthier and more 

equitable world.

T H E  P U B L I C  H E A LT H  A P P R O A C H  T O  C A N N A B I S  P R O J E C T  W A S  M A D E  P O S S I B L E 
T H R O U G H  A  F I N A N C I A L  C O N T R I B U T I O N  F R O M  H E A LT H  C A N A D A .  T H E  V I E W S 
E X P R E S S E D  H E R E I N  D O  N O T  N E C E S S A R I LY  R E P R E S E N T  V I E W S  O F  H E A LT H  C A N A D A .
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is also conducted for the community consultation. 
Findings of the evaluation will be shared with each 
host site, along with this report outlining the data 
collected as part of the facilitated consultation.

CPHA, along with an Expert Reference Group 
(ERG) will review the data collected from 
communities across the country to inform a set of 
tools and resources to support health and social 
service provider’s capacity to respond to cannabis 
consumption in their communities. Together, we 
will endeavour to normalize the conversation about 
cannabis, not consumption.

CPHA next steps

Key to a public health approach to cannabis is the 
health and social service provider response to 
cannabis in communities across the country. As 
such, the community consultations are an integral 
component of CPHA’s project - “A public health 
approach to cannabis (and other substances): 
Prevention, health promotion, surveillance and 
capacity building” (see Figure 1 for an overview of 
the project timeline). CPHA works with each 
consultation host site both prior to, and following 
the community consultation. A pre-post evaluation 

CPHA Project Overview
A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH TO CANNABIS (AND OTHER SUBSTANCES): PREVENTION, HEALTH PROMOTION, SURVEILLANCE 
AND CAPACITY BUILDING

SPRING 2017: Community consultation pilot host sites 

and Expert Reference Group (ERG) recruited

FALL 2017 - WINTER 2018

•  Community consultations will be facilitated

across Canada

•  Community consultation reports will be

generated and shared with each community

SPRING - SUMMER 2018

•  Capacity building learning tools and resources

will be created based on the community

consultation findings

•  Capacity building learning tools and resources

will be pilot tested with volunteer communities

SUMMER 2017

•  Initial (online) meeting with ERG facilitated

•  Community consultations facilitated with three pilot

volunteer communities: Kingston, York, and Ottawa

•  Canada-wide community consultation sites recruited

SUMMER - FALL 2018

•  Capacity building learning tools and

resources will be refined

SPRING 2018

•  Community consultation data/reports will be

analyzed for themes and findings summarized

•  Expert Reference Group will be engaged in a

facilitated review of community consultation findings

•  Case studies (2-4) will be created to communicate

community consultations findings

FALL 2018: Capacity building learning tools and resources 

will be shared for Canada-wide community access

Figure 1.
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Appendix
Consultation Agenda : Whitehorse, Yukon

ACTIVITIES TIME

ARRIVAL AND PRE-SESSION EVALUATION 9:30 AM – 10:00 AM

OPENING AND INTRODUCTIONS 10:00 AM – 10:30 AM

A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH TO CANNABIS (PART 1) 10:30 AM – 11:20 AM

BREAK 11:20 AM – 11:30 AM

A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH TO CANNABIS (PART 2) 11:30 AM – 12:25 PM

LUNCH 12:25 PM – 12:55 PM

AN INFORMED APPROACH TO CANNABIS PROGRAMS & SERVICES 12:55 PM – 1:50 PM

BREAK 1:50 PM – 2:00 PM

A COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO CANNABIS 2:00 PM – 2:45 PM

NEXT STEPS AND CLOSING 2:45 PM – 3:00 PM
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Canadian Public Health Association 
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The Canadian Public Health Association is 

the independent national voice and trusted 

advocate for public health, speaking up  

for people and populations to all levels  

of government. 
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