“I'm a prostitute, so, can you check
me?” Exploring sex work stigma In
health care.
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http://www.understandingsexwork.com/

Reflect on sex work stigma, Its origins and many
facets

Report on the advantages and disadvantages of
disclosing sex work in health care settings

Identify actions at the health practice level to
reduce the negative implications of disclosure of
sex work status in health care settings



Research Questions of the Study

O

v What are the key factors linked to violence and
victimization in the Canadian sex industry?

v What policies and practices promote safety,

health & healthcare for sex workers & those they
Interact with?

Regulators |




Exchange of sexual services for money which
necessarily, but not exclusively, includes direct physical
sexual contact

19 years or older, be legally able to
work in Canada, and have received money in exchange for
sexual services on at least 15 different occasions in the
previous 12 months

Final sample: 218 participants



(e.g., sex worker, client,
iIntimate partner/spouse, etc.)

allowing comparison to other
populations

using common variables and questions
allowing intra-industry comparisons

research sites allowing contextual
comparisons

of KUs, collaborators, academic
partners & trainees engaged throughout



— backgrounds & circumstances
on most social determinants of health
But than comparable populations

— greater power in negotiations with
clients (e.g., services, condom use) = increased safety

— confidence in police varied and
Impacts access

Participants reported high levels of






Conceptualizing Sex Work Stigma:
3 Types of Taint
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Most Canadians view prostitution “as a dehumanizing
phenomenon” that puts people at risk. Bill C-36 will
“protect those who are most vulnerable by going after the
perpetrators, the perverts, those who are consumers of this

degrading practice.”




What is Your Perception?

. -




Perceived Stigma of Sex Work Compared to
other Stigmatizing ldentities?




Agency, Sex Work and Stigma

- Defensive Tactics Against Stigma
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PART TWO




Self-Rated Health Compared to CCHS*




If you were a sex
worker, what do
you think would
be some of the
factors

contributing to
your unmet
health care
needs?




Reasons for Unmet Health Need

............. aroundtodoctors/afrald
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Sex Work Disclosure a Key Topic




Why Decided Not to Disclose

@




Those Who Had Disclosed: Costs ....

- Judgment, Stigma and Inappropriate Care

:??f??f' | o She [the doctor] was belng reallyjudgemental and I feIt I|ke

reaIIy dlsempowered _ i::ff::f::f::ff::f::f::ff::f::f::ff::f::f::fffffffffffffffff

-   ::: f  : = I ve had a nurse teII me Why do you waste tax dollars? Don t
come here every month’ [ ] I stopped gomg to the STI C|InIC
because of that a comblnatlon between belng Judged and not

- rece|V|ng care.”




Those Who Had Disclosed: Benefits...




Although most
who have
disclosed

experienced
benefits,

a substantial
minority have
never disclosed

and a minority
of those who did
disclose
experienced
costs







What do sex
worker-
friendly health
services look
like?

What do sex
workers want
from their
health care
providers?

Sex workers’ rights are human rights.

e

“In a just society the most deserving people

with the greatest needs have access to the best
care. This is what St. James Infirmary provides.”




What do sex ... .. . . . .

{gIQWCCIN  made available, accessibleand

SNPRORIN  acceptable to sex workers based on

OYNZHEIvam  Sstigma, non-discrimination and the

(2)ACC€SSibi|ity coo e L

(3) Acceptability =~ L




Avallability & Accessibility:
System & Patient-based

O

» Issues with these components reflected in our
guantitative data on unmet health care needs

Costs of care, lack of transportation
Didn’t get around to it, too busy




Acceptability: Provider-based




Technical care not a
major concern

But the
attitudes of
providers and
their relations
with sex

workers clearly
are

What practical
steps do you
recommend to
help deal with
these concerns?




Recent publications on this & related topics:

O

Gender,
Violence
and Health

Contexts of vulnerabilities, resiliencies and
care omong peop!e in fhe sex |ndus1ry



mailto:cbenoit@uvic.ca

Thank you for your participation!

~ Rachel MacLean, rmaclean@cphaca
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